
From the Senior Warden....
“…But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven,
where neither moth nor rust do not break through or
steal. For where your treasure is, there will heart  be
 also…”  Matthew 6:20-21 (Sermon on the Mount)

Like some of you, I purchased a mega-millions ticket (or
tickets) this past January with the expectation of winning
the $300 million plus jackpot. I recall leaving the store,
numbers in hand, feeling nothing but lucky!  Somehow I
knew I would win, despite the indescribable odds… how
the excitement bubbled up inside me!  Secretly, I donated
my imaginary winnings to family, friends, charities and
church....keeping only a modest portion for any personal
pleasure or comfort. Oh my, a worry-free retirement, that
fabulous dream vacation, home improvements, college
funds for grand kids.  What a legacy…I would certainly be
remembered for my generous and giving heart!  (not to
mention, all that money!) Well, my dreams were dashed
with just that one random roll of the dice, or should I say,
the roll of numbers---not one match.  Was it wrong to pray
for all that money, especially if it would have been put to so
much good?  Well, hearing the words of Jesus’ Sermon on
the Mount as presented in Matthew’s gospel, probably.  It’s
a dilemma, faith and money.  I don’t necessarily think
Jesus thinks that wealth is evil as much as the human
condition that arises in it’s acquisition and distribution.
Shouldn’t we be focused on the right kind of treasures?
The Bible does refer to some wealthy folks with whom the
Lord finds favor:  King Solomon, Zacchaeus the tax
collector, Joseph of Arimathea to name a few.  Perhaps
this was because their hearts were transformed through the
Holy Spirit, becoming invested in the eternity of Heaven,
rather than the temporal riches found on Earth. 

Peter J. Gomes, author of the best-selling “The Good
Book- Reading the Bible with Mind and Heart” tells us: “To
be ‘rich toward God’ is to realize that this is the only wealth
that counts.  Wealth is thus neither having nor getting.
Wealth for the Christian begins with receiving that which 

(Continued on Page 2)

From the Curate....

The first weekend in January, I introduced the Gospel of
Matthew, which we will be reading on Sundays throughout
the coming year.  I explored who Jesus was for Matthew’s
community, and who the people of Matthew’s community
were because of their relationship with Jesus.  I then
asked, “Who is Jesus for us at Grace?  Who are we,
because of our relationship with Jesus?  What is “The
Gospel (good news) According to Grace?”

Becoming part of Grace has shaped my own answers to
these questions.  I explained that since coming to Grace,
I really understand what Paul meant when he said that we
are the Body of Christ.  When we the people of Grace are
together, I see Christ feeding people through you:  at the
food pantry, and at the Community Breakfast, at Connect,
and at the Top of the Hill dinners.  When we the people of
Grace are together, I see Christ clothing people through
you, at the Thrift Shop.  When we, the people of Grace are
together, I see Christ gathering the children to himself.
When we, the people of Grace are together, I see Christ
bringing about justice through Grace Justice Ministry.  I see
Jesus pouring grace onto us, blessing us with gifts we
could never ask for.  And I see Jesus pouring grace into
New Bedford and beyond through us, and using us as
instruments of God’s grace.

In Grace Justice Ministry, we have been listening to the
concerns and pressures faced by people at Grace.  The big
three issues that emerged were jobs, public safety, and
education.  We’ve seen a particular passion around
education.  And this made sense to me.  I see how much
the people of Grace value children and youth.  Whether or
not we have our own children, we are enriched by the
ministry of the youth at the altar, and in so many areas of
our parish life.  And we can also see how improving
education could have a positive ripple effect on jobs and
public safety.  It just so happens that five other UIA-
affiliated congregations in New Bedford are interested in
working on education, too.  Imagine Grace working to
improve education, not only for our own kids, but also for 
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From the Senior Warden  (Cont’d from page 1)

God is generous enough to give, and from that wealth all
charity proceeds.” But even as people of faith, we do seem
to make a big deal about money.   Mr. Gomes points out
the significance of the Offertory in the Protestant church’s
service---and all the activity that takes place around it:  the
exchanging of peace and announcements proceeding it,
the presentation of God’s gifts of bread and wine, the
movement of ushers, the singing of songs, the collection of
monies for the work of the church, and finally the gathering
at the table to share a holy meal. Our offertory seems to
signal the beginning of group participation!  I found it
interesting that the author was raised in a Baptist church in
which two offerings were taken: the first taken by the
trustees signifying those monies would go toward the
running of the church(business) and the second taken at
the time of Communion by the deacons for the poor and
needy(pastoral).

 So, ok, I lost that mega millions lottery…but I am NOT lost
to the Kingdom.  It’s here and it’s now. Life at Grace offers
many riches2 my friends. To be a part of the sights and
sounds of the living God, is a truly a feast for the senses!
                                                                             
The pictures that scripture paints, the comfort and
closeness that liturgy provides, the inspiration of spoken
word and music, the healing power of bread and wine from
loving hands,  they are all priceless commodities in my
eyes. In the new year, I invite us to use all of our senses to
welcome God more deeply into our hearts.  Perhaps we will
listen more intently, sing more loudly, volunteer more
freely. Let’s indulge ourselves in all of Grace’s riches so
that we are more fully equipped to share the wealth of
Christ’s love with our weary world. And let’s not stress
about lotteries lost. After all, we already hold the winning
ticket…the gift that truly keeps on giving, for eternity.  Now
that is good news! 

Peace and blessings,
Paula 

From the Curate   (Cont’d from page 1)

kids throughout the wider community!  That would certainly
be Good News!

I believe Grace is called to be a thriving, big city church.
It’s called to mobilize hope for the city of New Bedford, and
bring good news to those who are struggling.  Our job is to
enact Isaiah’s vision, to make God’s dream of justice and
peace a reality. These values are deeply etched into our
DNA.  They make us who we are.  Grace, remember who
you are.  Be the amazing, vital congregation you are meant
to be. Live into your identity fully.  
 
Yours in faith,
Malia Crawford

USING GOD’S GIFTS

Many of us have been blessed with special skills and
talents that we use in our life and vocation, including
many of our parish friends.  We will have the
opportunity to hear “their story” in a series of Sunday
forums in Rodman Hall following the 10am service.  

The first person to tell “his story” is Michael Shea. 
Mike is the Superintendent/Director of Greater New
Bedford Regional Vocational Technical High School
and has been a member of Grace Church since 1992.

Join us on Sunday, February 27th in Rodman Hall to
hear “Mike’s Story”.

WEDNESDAY LENTEN STUDIES

Beginning on Ash Wednesday, 9 March, through
Wednesday in Holy Week, the Rev. Jack H. Haney
will be leading a series of Lenten studies based on
understanding ourselves and our unique
personalities and our spirituality as Christian persons.
The first session will be built on the Myers-Briggs
Personality Inventory, and then the following weeks,
we will study who we are from the perspective of our
own uniqueness as persons. This will be an exciting
way to discover ourselves in new ways as Christians.
We will meet weekly following the 10 a.m. Holy
Eucharist in Grace House. Participants are asked to
purchase on their own Julia McGuinness, "Growing
Spiritually" and read the first chapter--we read further
as we get into our time together. Another helpful
book is Chester Michael & Marie Norrisey, "Prayer
and Temperament."  There are other resources
which Jack will be including as we gather each week.
Questions? Email Jack at userhn9650@aol.com.

THURSDAY BIBLE STUDY GROUP

The Thursday Bible Study group will resume on
March 17 at 1:30 p.m. in the South Room to begin a
4-week study on the Gospel of Matthew.  This is the
year of Matthew in the church's cycle of readings.  All
study materials for the four week session will be
provided to participants at the first meeting.  To
register please call Barbara at 508 994 9392 or e-mail
at barbararichard@comcast.net by March 1. Barbara
Bachand and Linda Austin, Co-Leaders.
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LITURGY & LITURGICAL MINISTRY
-Jerré Croteau, Verger

FEBRUARY 2010
SEASON OF EPIPHANY

The liturgical seasons, unlike the secular seasons, are not always the same length of time.  They are not tied to
exact dates on the calendar, with the exception of Christmas Season which is always December 25th through
January 5th.  The rest of the liturgical year is dependent on the date of Easter, which usually, but not always, is the
same week as Passover.  This year Easter is very late, so that Lent does not start until March 9th.  The season of
Epiphany starts with January 6th and continues until Ash Wednesday, which means it can be anywhere from four
to nine weeks long. This year it is nine weeks long and thus the whole month of February is still within Epiphany.
Except for Epiphany itself and the first Sunday after Epiphany, which is also the Feast of the Baptism of Jesus,
the season is considered to be “ordinary time”; the liturgical color for ordinary time is green.

The Sundays of February are the Fifth after Epiphany, February 5-6; the Sixth after Epiphany,  February 12-13;
the Seventh after Epiphany, (Children’s Sunday) February 19-20; and the Eighth after Epiphany, February 26-
27 respectively.    We will be celebrating Rite 13 Sunday on February 6th. 

At the Holy Eucharist and Healing Service on Wednesdays in February we will be celebrating: The Presentation
of Jesus in the Temple February 2nd; Cornelius the Centurion  February 9th; Sts. Cyril and Methodius February
16th; and Polycarp of Smyrna February 23rd.

THANKS TO LAY MINISTERS

Many times over the weeks surrounding the Christmas Season, individuals came up to me to thank me for my work
in organizing all of the various liturgical events that mark this festive time.  But it is I who must thank all of the lay
ministers who gave their time and talent to making these services joyous and meaningful.  Without them nothing
would take place.  I particularly owe thanks to Assistant Verger Charlene Ryder who takes care of so many behind-
the-scenes details at every service; as well as the special help at the major services of Assistant Vergers  Nina
Catelli-Vincent, Caitlin Doe and Steve Drayton, without whose help before and during the major services
themselves, the procession would never even get out the door.  

There are several services at this time of year, at which many of our Lectors are featured.  I received more
compliments than I can tally from people telling me how well the readings were delivered at Lessons & Carols, the
Christmas services and particularly at the Festival of Lights, during which several glitches occurred.  The lectors
showed how they could think on their feet and respond to the unexpected smoothly and professionally.  One lector,
Cameron Sweet, had a defective prompt sheet but quickly found the passage in the Bible and gave a flawless
reading, as did Ian, Ashley, Dekland, Liz, and Tim.  Thanks also to Sandi Jaikes for sorting the vestments and
costumes for this service. 

Many Acolytes, Eucharistic Ministers and Lectors were on duty far more often than normal during the season.
There was no shortage of volunteers who cheerfully took the place of those, who for one reason or another, could
not make their commitments, especially  Rachel, Billy, Dekland, Danielle, Liz,  Seaver ...  there are far too many
for me to name, who did extra duty.  I was very proud of all of those who took part in these services and laud their
professionalism, loyalty, and ability to think on their feet, as well as their willingness to help and guide the youngest
members of the guild.

I also want to express my deep appreciation to those who helped to decorate and especially those who helped with
the tedious job of removing the Christmas regalia, packing it and storing it; Norma Bossé, Michel Jodoin, Roland
and Harriet Shaw, Dave Miranda, Jean Clarke, Pearl Adams, and Len Boyce all spent a grueling six hours  with
me the Monday after the Festival of Lights, and I am deeply grateful.  
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Food Pantry
-Martha Reed, Coordinator

In December, we were busy preparing Christmas Baskets
for 10 parishioners and friends of the church and 7 families
referred to Grace by the Juvenile Program at the Sheriff’s
Office.  All were very appreciative.  January started with a
bang, bringing many new people to the program and
serving 44 families in one day.  Needless to say, we had to
shop locally to keep the shelves full.

We received the following note from Friends Academy:

We wish to acknowledge those who donated in various
ways:

! Henry H. Crapo Charitable Foundation - $1,000
! Arbella Insurance - $500
! Those who have donated homemade children’s

hats, men’s hats, and calendars.
! Those who donate food weekly and those who

make monetary contribution
! Our faithful volunteers

Without everyone’s generosity, we would not be able to
keep the Food Pantry going.  

A SWEETHEART OF A DEAL!

On February 12th members of the J2A group (Rite-13, J2A,
and YAC), are hosting a Valentine’s Dinner.  Bring your
favorite person (sweetheart, friend, grandmother..) and
enjoy a quiet, delicious dinner while helping raise funds for
our youth. Tickets are $15 per person ($30 per couple) and
will include the following:

Glass of Wine
Appetizer

Soup or Salad
Choice of Beef Bourguignonne or Chicken Provencale

Potato & Vegetable
Coffee & Dessert

A babysitting service in the Sunday school area will also be
available to parents of small children. Tickets will be
available January 22 through February 5th, and may be
purchased from any J2A member after the 10am service on
Sundays or from the office during regular business hours.
Please come and enjoy a fabulous feast and help support
our youth at the same time!

Enclosed are 14 “stained glass” snowflakes that some
of our students made to decorate the food pantry for the
winter months.  Even though we have no winter produce
to share with you, the students still believe in what you
do, and try to come up with ways to help and stay
involved in your work.  Please decorate with the
snowflakes or send them off with some of your patrons.

Thanks from the constellation group “Cassiopeia”.

TOP OF THE HILL

Please join the Top of the Hill Fellowship on Saturday,
February 19th for Potluck and Parlor Games .  There
will be sign up sheets in the narthex and on the bulletin
board at the entrance to the library.  Please include your
name, phone number, type of dish you will bring (i.e.
appetizer,  main course, beverage, dessert, salad....),
and any suggestions you may have for games we might
enjoy.  As this is a potluck there will be no charge, but
we do ask that you sign up so that we can set up the
appropriate number of tables, and ensure a variety of
food. We hope to see you on the February 19th.  Warm
up all those charade tricks and twister moves.  If you
have any questions please contact:  Priscilla
Guillemette, Sandi Jaikes or Janet Miranda. 

CALLING ALL QUILTERS

Hello Everyone!

I understand that at one time there was a “quilting
group” at Grace Church and I would love to be a part of
bringing this back!   The goal would be to get together
on a regular basis and make “rag quilts” to give to the
area shelters.

I am very interested in hearing from those with an
interest in being a part of a quilting group here at Grace.
Quilting experience isn’t necessary, just a desire to join
fellow parishioners and friends of Grace, enjoy each
other’s company, be creative, and make a worthwhile
contribution to our area’s shelters.   

If you think being a part of this “quilting group” is for you,
please call me and let me know what works best for
your schedule....evenings, mornings, once a week,
every other week....  I can be reached at 508-961-1622.
If you get the answering machine, please leave your
phone number so I can get back to you.

Who knows, perhaps we could even make a quilt for this
year’s bazaar! 

Hope to hear from you soon,
Donna Pires



Grace Notes ˜ Page 5 February 2011

CHILDREN AND YOUTH MINISTRIES

CHURCH SCHOOL
-Cynthia Barnum

The Children’s Sunday School program will focus on
the New Testament for the winter Program.

Our lessons will focus on:  

i God keeps promises
i God brings joy
i God loves all people
i God does amazing things
i God hears our Prayers
i God’s word is like a seed

These lessons will be taken from the gospels of
Matthew, Mark, and Luke.

Offering Envelopes - Church School children will be
given individual offering envelopes and are invited to
bring these in weekly to help the mission and ministry
of Grace Church. These will be collected in Children’s
Chapel and presented at the Offertory by
representatives of Church School classes, or may be
placed in the offering plate during Children’s Liturgy
Sundays. 

GRACE AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM
-Donna Pires, Program Director

We currently have 19 students enrolled in the After
School Program.   Homework is first priority!  We also
offer computer time along with scheduled activities
both fun and educational.

Once again, the  students enjoyed their school
vacation with various games and activities. 

To promote literacy, we have a “free” children’s book
Trading Post, where children may trade, donate or
take a book for free. We are accepting donations of
children’s books all the time! (they do not have to be
new).

If you are interested in enrolling your child in the After
School Program, please contact Donna L. Pires at
508-961-1622. 

JOURNEY TO ADULTHOOD
-Charles Morse, Youth Minister

Don’t miss the Valentine’s Dinner that will be held
on February 12th at Grace. Tickets are available from
any of the church youth and are only $15.00 per
person.  It will be romantic and you will help support
our trips this summer.

Mark your calendars and save these dates:

Ski Trip to Crotched Mountain
Friday, February 18th & Saturday, February 19th

Leaving Grace at around 4pm on Friday and
returning Saturday evening. If you wish to join us
email Charlie: charlesmorse08@gmail.com

YAC Mission Trip to Costa Rica  
July 6th through the 13th. 

Information about where we will be is available at:
www.quintamama.com   

J2A New Orleans Pilgrimage
The place and date is still in the air, but we are close
to a reaching decision and will share the details in
next month’s Grace Notes.

YAC Dance
February 26th in Rodman Hall.

Rite 13 Rehearsal and Dinner
Saturday February 5th at 6pm

Rite 13 Service
Sunday, February 6th at the 10am service

J2A lock-in
March 4 th 

Winter Carnival
March 5th   

Mark you calendars because you won’t want to
miss this event.  Details to be announced. 
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2011 OFFERING ENVELOPES

We still have a number of boxes of Offering Envelopes that haven’t been picked up.  Please help us save the cost of
postage and pick up your 2011 Offering Envelopes while at church.  They are arranged in alphabetical order on the
table at the back of the church.  If your envelopes are not there, please call the Church Office at 508-993-0537.  Also,
call us if you need a pledge card.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Pray for those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit that they may have courage and hope in their troubl es. 
Bernice Gregory (Sister of Norma Bosse), Debbie Gautesen (Daughter of Irene Brayton), Mildred St. Onge (Member),
Nick Seavey (Nephew of Diane Doe), Victoria Page (Sister-in-law of Linda Pope), Iris Begley (Daughter-in-law of Ed &
Eleanor Begley), Claire Morel (Member), Butch Moller (Brother of Karen Maciulewicz), Angela Hackett (Friend of Terri
Nowell), Maria dos Santos (Friend of Tom Davis), Brenda Swain (Sister-in-law of Joan Swain), Dick Bordas & Alzira 
(Friends of Gerry Lopes),  Jack Beatty (Nephew of Paula Cabral), Richard Chase (Father-in-law of Bill Bradbury),
Catherine Wilbur (Sister of Harriet Shaw), Paige Gauthier (Friend of Sondra Reid),  Glenn Martin (Member), Alexis
Morel (Grandaughter of Claire Morel), Irene Tunstall (Member), Liz Kelley (Friend of Nancy Mularczyk), Dolores
Desrochers (Friend of Paula Cabral), Yvette Gracie (Cousin of Terri Nowell), Marilyn Bradbury (Sister-in-law of Bill
Bradbury), Michelle Lopes (Member), Scott Seavey (Brother of Diane Doe), Norman Lopes (Member), and Kara Haney
(Daughter of Jack Haney).

Pray for all who have died, that they may have a pl ace in God’s eternal Kingdom.   Judy Sylvia (Member), Helen
Goar (Friend of Malia Crawford), Jeanne Shiphorst (Mother of Diana Ukleja), and Stephen Magliocca (Friend of
Dorothy Nelson).

Pray for our servicemen and women....those who may be mobilized to the region around Iraq as well as t hose
who are standing in at other international or domes tic military installations.  Jared Chongarlides (Member),
Aaron Patnaud (Grandson of June St. Pierre), John Mackler and Thomas Clark (Friends of Richard Fabio), Nathan
Haws (Stepson of Dennis Beck, II), Shawn Souza (Member), David Monteiro (Member),  Thomas Storer (Grandson of
Ronald and Judy St. John), Jorge Lee Vega, Sasha Knezevic (Nephew of Diana Ukleja), Dana Gilmour (Grandson of
Peggy Fellouris), and Craig McGregor (Grandson of Carl McGregor).  

MEMORIAL GIFTS

Community Breakfast:  In thanksgiving by Top of the Hill Fellowship, James Bisagni and Norma Bosse.  In memory of
 Alex Mingola.

Christmas Flower Fund:  In honor of Dorothy Scieszka.  In memory of Melver Felton, Ida Bowens, Robert Brenneke,
Alphonse J. Spoor and Frances E. Spoor.

Discretionary Fund:  In thanksgiving by The Rev. & Mrs. Richard Reid, Barbara Bachand, James & Theresa Dean,
Arthur & Bessie Dean, John & Dorothy Hawkins, Bertha Caulfiield.

Food Pantry:  In thanksgiving by M/M John Amaral, The Rev. Jack Haney, The Rev. & Mrs. G. Kenneth Garrett, Irene
Tunstall, M/M Donald Driesen, Grace Church Thrift Shop, Arbella Insurance Group,  Episcopal Church Women, New
Bedford Mother’s Club, Henry H. Crapo Charitable Foundation. In memory of Paul F. Erickson, Charles Reese, Ellen
Cushman, Ann Cotter, Eli & Gwendolyn Back, Lloyd & Gertrude Doane, 

Memorial Fund: In memory of Ellen Cushman, Darlene St. Julien, and Howard Dyer.

Prayer Book Fund:  In memory of Robert John Marland.

Scholarship Fund: In memory of Judith Sylvia.
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

 February 2011
  

   1

6:30pm  ESOL
              Worship
                 Commission

2

10:00am Holy Eucharist
11:00am Library Comm. 

  6:30pm Youth Choir
  7:30pm Handbells 

3

  6:30pm  ESOL

4

  9:30am Food Pantry

5

5:00pm   Holy Eucharist
6:00pm   Rite 13  
                 Rehearsal &
                 Dinner

6            5 Epiphany

  7:45am Community   
                 Breakfast
  8:00am Holy Eucharist
  8:30am Adult Choir
10:00am Holy Eucharist 
                & Rite 13
11:15am Church
                 School,  J2A,
                 Coffee Hour
12:15pm Connect?

7

  9:30am Food Pantry

8

1:30pm Reflection
               Committee

6:30pm Property Comm
6:30pm  ESOL

9

10:00am Holy Eucharist

  6:30pm Youth Choir
  7:30pm Handbells 

10

  
  6:30pm  ESOL

11

  9:30am Food Pantry

12

5:00pm   Holy Eucharist
6:00pm   Valentine’s
                   Dinner

13           6 Epiphany

  7:45am Community
                  Breakfast
  8:00am Holy Eucharist
  8:30am Adult Choir
10:00am Holy Eucharist
11:15am Church
                 School, J2A,
                 Coffee Hour
12:15pm Connect?

14    March Newsletter
            Deadline

  9:30am Food Pantry

15

6:30pm  ESOL

16

10:00am Holy Eucharist

  6:30pm Youth Choir
  7:30pm Handbells 

17

  6:30pm  ESOL

18

  9:30am Food Pantry

4:00pm J2A Ski Trip

19

5:00pm   Holy Eucharist
6:00pm   Top of the Hill

20            7 Epiphany

  7:45am   Community
                    Breakfast
  8:00am Holy Eucharist
  8:30am Adult Choir 
10:00am Children’s
                   Liturgy
11:15am Church
                 School, J2A, 
                 Coffee Hour
                 20s/30s Grp.
12:15pm Connect?

21       President’s Day
             Office Closed

22

6:30pm  ESOL

23

10:00am Holy Eucharist

  7:00pm Vestry Mtg. 

24

 

  6:30pm  ESOL

25

  9:30am Food Pantry

26

5:00pm   Holy Eucharist

27           8 Epiphany

  7:45am Community
                  Breakfast
  8:00am Holy Eucharist
  8:30am Adult Choir 
10:00am Holy Eucharist
11:15am Church
                  School, J2A,
                 Adult Forum
 12:15pm Connect?

28

  9:30am Food Pantry
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